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Media Release




Sunday, June 21, 2009 
TASMANIAN WINEMAKER NAMED 

IN TOP EIGHT IN AUSTRALIA

One of the pioneers of the modern-day Tasmanian wine industry has been named in the top eight winemakers in Australia. 

Julian Alcorso, who now heads the State’s only specialist contract winemaking business Winemaking Tasmania, at Cambridge, has been named a finalist in the prestigious 2009 Winemaker of the Year announced in this month’s Gourmet Traveller WINE magazine. 

It is all the more creditable in that the eight finalists are selected by leading wine experts in Australia – not nominated. He is the only Tasmanian selected.

According to the panel, Alcorso is the first contract winemaker to make the list. They said the impact he has made on the quality of the wines produce for their clients is responsible for his deserved nomination. 

Alcorso started Winemaking Tasmania building the new wine venture from scratch with the help of 12 investors in 2001. The first grapes, 130 tonnes, were crushed in 2002 for five clients. Now, the company has 55 clients from all grape-growing regions in Tasmania and an annual crush of around 1000 tonnes and has played a major role in raising the quality of wines in Tasmania. It won the prestigious Telstra Tasmanian Business of the Year in 2006 for businesses with 6-20 employees.

Wines produced under Alcorso also win trophies and medals regularly. They won seven of the 14 trophies at the 2009 Tasmanian Wine Show and all six Tasmanian trophies at the 2008 Royal Hobart International Wine Show with 2008 Moores Hill Estate Riesling (Tamar Valley), 2008 Bream Creek Sauvignon Blanc (South East) – beating the best Sauvignon Blancs in Australia and New Zealand,  and the 2006 Kelvedon Estate Pinot Noir (East Coast).
Alcorso said he was honoured to be recognised in this way, but he gained greater pleasure out of seeing the joy for his clients when wines he has made gain accolades.

“I’m happy that finally Tasmanian pinot noir, sparkling, chardonnay and particularly our rieslings are now getting the recognition that they deserve and I’m pleased to be playing a part in that,” Mr Alcorso said.

“But I have a great winemaking team to support me, including three winemakers John Schuts, Greer Carland and Matt Wood. We are achieving great things together and it’s very exciting to be involved in the Tasmanian wine industry at present.”
Peter Forrestal, Chairman of the Judges, said:  “Julian Alcorso may well be enjoying the most influential stage of a distinguished career in which he has served the Tasmanian wine industry over the past 30 years.”

Further information or interview:

Julian Alcorso  Tel. 0418 359 599   
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